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justice for ricky?

Four months after Brunel student
Lakhvinder Reel (known as Ricky Reel)
was found dead in the Thames in
Kingston, justice seems to take a turn.
Ricky Reel went missing on the night of
the 14 October, after being subjected to
racial abuse together with three of his
friends on the way to the nightclub
‘Options’ in Kingston. Last seen in Wood
Street outside Bentalls Centre, near to
where his body was found, Ricky became
separated from his friends when fleeing
their attackers, two white men. According
to Ricky's friends, the two white youths
boarded a bus while Ricky disappeared
running in another direction.

From this point on the events surrounding
Ricky's unforeseeable death present a
puzzle to Ricky’s parents. A postmortem
examination concluded that Ricky Reel
had drowned, having made no attempt to
swim, presumably due to the influence of
alcohol. No marks or bruises were
discovered on his body, and with his
trouser fly buttons found undone, the
police ruled out the possibility of race-
related murder and closed the case with
the explanation that Ricky must have
fallen into the water whilst attempting to
urinate.

Unwilling to accept this explanation, Mrs
Reel started the campaign “Justice for
Ricky Reel” involving racial equality
councils, campaign solicitor Louise
Christian and the Southall Monitoring
Group. Believing that Ricky was a strong
swimmer with a phobia of wide stretches
of water, a joint complaint was submitted
to the Police Complaints Authority by Mrs
Reel and the Southall Monitoring Group.
According to a recent press release, the
family of Ricky Reel will urge Jack Straw,
the Home Secretary, to intervene by
installing a fresh team of police officers to
investigate the death. Additionally, a

strike

Member of Parliament showed inclination
to support the family Reel and three
questions have already been presented to
the House of Commons on 10 February.
Mrs Reel is adamant that the police have
been showing a racist attitude towards
the investigation
of an Asian
death from the
start. She says
“prior to this
happening to our
family we could
not believe that
the police could
be so racist, but
we have come to
accept this as
the reality”.
Parallels have
been drawn to
the violent death

of the black
teenager . -~ \ B ’
Stephen MYSTERY STILL SURROUNDS THE TRAGIC DEATH OF LAKHVINDER REEL

Lawrence, who

was stabbed by a gang in 1993. The
complaint to the PCA has now been
assigned to the Chief Constable of Kent,
who will initiate a fresh investigation of the
death.

Ricky’s family has employed the services
of an independent pathologist, Dr Patel
from the Department of Forensic. Medicine
at Guy's Hospital, University of London.
Conducting a second postmortem
examination, Dr. Patel's report reveals
that bruises were found on Ricky's back
indicating that he could have fallen
backwards into the water. It further stated
that Ricky did not die instantly and an
attempt to swim could have been made.
Dr. Patel believes that there is not
necessarily significance in some of the
trouser fly buttons found undone, due to

clothes being moved around by the
currents anyway, and that more
convenient urinating sites could have
been chosen by Ricky. Conclusively he
remarks that a third party involvement in
Ricky’s death can not be excluded.

The immediate response of the police is
to instruct a third pathologist to look at
both reports available in order to achieve
a balanced interpretation of the physical
evidence. According to a police source,
two of the friends, who were with Ricky on
the night of his disappearance, have been
exposed to ongoing verbal threats as well
as physical intimidation since the death of
Ricky Reel. Both are Brunel students and
have reported these incidents to the
police, the only result being that the
threats are now anonymous.

There will be a public meeting at 1:30 pm
in the Academy on 25th February
organised by the Socialist Worker Student
Society. Mrs Reel will be speaking publicly
to support her campaign.

words: Yusuf Moosajee

On Wednesday March 4th the National
Union of Students has called a Strike
against fees in protest at the
government’s draconian plans to
introduce tuition fees from next
September. All new students will be
expected to £1,000 up front by the day
they start university, and on top will be
forced to borrow money to maintain
themselves. It has been estimated that
upon graduation many students will have
debts on average of £20,000.

The introduction of fees seems to be part
New Labour’s grand plan to undermine
the welfare state, combined with cuts in

disability and single parent benefit .
Although their pledge to keep to Tory
spending limits strangely does not seem
to stop them spending on Trident or
sending troops to support America in the
gulf.

The ‘strike against fees' has been called
nationally by the NUS, This has happened
after trying to ignore the issue for two
years, the NUS has felt the pressure from
students, who can see the problems
which the introduction of fees, the cutting
of grants, and the problems which loans
will cause. It seems strange that students
should be willing to work for three or

fours years toward something which helps
the country, and have to pay to do so.
The NUS has nationally balloted the
Universities and they all plan to take part.
Even the UBS Executive has voted
unanimously for the strike. The prospect
of stopping fees has never been better.
The NUS are finally calling action over an
issue that students almost unanimously
support. At NUS conference the current
Blairite leadership will be challenged by a
group of united anti-fees candidates.
SUPPORT THE STRIKE ON 4TH MARCH
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Asian

‘bands

seek justice for
dead student

An allegedly racist killing has sparked
a musical protest. By Paul George

THE biggest collection of Asian
musidans to play at a single
event in Britain is to perform at
a gig to raise funds for further
investigation into the death of a
student who drowned shortly
after what his family claims was
aracial attack. .-

More than 50 exponents of
Bhangra, Asian -underground

and Asian classical music are to .
perform ata night clubin North ;

London in July. -5auis
the name of 20-year-old Lakh-

vinder Reel, known as Ricky, - :
. concentrated media exposure

who died in October last year in
Kingston, Surrey, after he and
three friends were involved inan
alleged altercation with two
white men.

Itis hoped that thousands of
pounds will be raised for the Jus-
tice for Ricky Reel Campalgn,
which is seekmg a "proper
mvshgahon into Ricky’s death.

. Pop group Cornershop, who

i had a No 1 smash with “Brim-
| ful of Asha”, have given their
‘backing to the campaign and
| 'some group members will ap-
‘pear under a different name.
Otherartists will include Fun-Da-
* Mental, and Bhangra artist Jazzy

B. Compere for the evening will
be comedian Sanjeev Bhaskar.
‘ Ricky, a student at Brunel
University in Middlesex, went
missing on 14 October and his
body was found a week later in
the Thames. His family say police
told them his death was an ac-
cident and officers did not con-
sider a possible racial element.

When Ricky’s body was
found, his trouser buttons were
undone and police said he may
have fallen into the river while
urinating and died instantly.

However, the family have
called for a fresh police investi-
gation after an independent
pathologist’s report showed a
third party could have been
involved in Ricky’s death.

The Metropolitan Police has

now referred the matter to the
Police Complaints’ Authority
and the Surrey Constabulary is
looking into how the Metropol-
itan Police handled the case.
The concert has been organ-
ised by Cheeky Bhandar Pro-
motions, based at the Eastern Eye

newspaper,

Gig co-organiser, Pravin Char,

*. ajournalist with Eastern Eye, said

~*“The Ricky Reel case is to the
-- Asian commumty'what the
* The concertisbeing staged in

Stephen Lawrence case isto the
black community. .. '
“We are aware that without

the Lawrences would still be
struggling to be heard, so we are
hoping for a similar level of
media interest in Ricky's case.”

Sukhdev Reel, Ricky’s mother,
has welcomed the announce-
ment of the concert, saying the
money raised should ensure
there will be enough funds for
the campaign to acquire proper

legal representation. -

Mrs Reel said: “I had been - ‘
conte'mplaﬁng giving the whole

 thing up just because of the ex-

pense, So far, the campaign has

spent more than £4,000 in pur- _
" suing justice and a lot of this has

come out of the family’s own
pocket.” . ,

The Metropolitan Police are
still investigating Ricky’s death
and say they have an open
mind as to how he died.

Head of the investigation into
Ricky’s death, Detective Super-
intendent Bob Moffat said:
“Extensive enquiries have been
made in this matter to fulfil our
responsibilities to the coroner
and to allay the concerns of
Ricky’s family. Despite all that,
there is no evidence to suggest
thatanyone else was involved.”
For more information on the Justice
for Ricky Reel Concert, contact
Cheeky Bhandar Promotions on
0171-702 8012 extension 254. For
more information about the cam-
paign, call 0181-843 2333.
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Reel mother
~to starve

The mother of Ricky Reel, the
20-year-old  Asian found
It?.-owr;ed lin the Thames at

Ingston last year; is to
hunger strike. e

Sukhdev Reel, from West
Drayton, said she will refuse
food from October 15 to 21, the
dates between Ricky’s disap-
pearance and discovery in the
Ilver, in a bid to force the
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, to
launch a fresh inquiry,

A{xd she said she hoped her
son’s case would be one of the
unexplained deaths examined
by the police’s £1 million task
fo.rce which investigates cases
w1th‘ a possible racial mative.

This week lawyers acting for
the. family requested Kingston
poh'ce documents, used in the
?ohce Complaints Authority
Investigation, in order to pre-
bare their case for the coro-
ner’s inquiry, '

But this would be unprece-
dented because they contain
statements which could preju-
dice any resulting disciplinary -
px%);eedmgs. .

€ coroner’s society is als
opposed to the releas(gy of sucl?
dogqments fearing its in.
quiries could turn into trials.

o
“[Public death probe ] |
«~| PUIIIG teath prone
& SURREY police aim to make public the \
V results of a probe into the death of a young (-
\M * . § man in Kingston by the end of this month. 7
= } Investigation supervisor Tony Williams €
"] and his team are looking into the death of
Lakhvinder Reel, 20, whose body was found b
= in the Thames at Kingston last December. il
3 The officers will investigate complaints by t
\ the Reel family that a series of mistakes y
} were made by officers handling the case. fi
e The family believe Ricky was the victim- :
of a racist attack. liv
oo s o
: = Sifetiai s
- 228\ 8[%

Police deny

Police investigating the death of Ricky
Reel in Kingston last year have hit back
at claims this week that they were neg-
ligent.

The BBC reported on Wednesday, the
day before a TV documentary about the
incident, that six new witnesses had
been unearthed by Surrey Police, who
are investigating how the Met Police
conducted the case. .

On the night of Ricky’s disappear-
ance, these six people got on the same
bus leaving Kingston as the

Reel claims

widespread appeal for anyone who was
on that bus to come forward. ;

Investigating officer, DS Bob Moffat,
said: “This is a distraction that 'is un-
helpful to the inquiry. 5

“It is misinforming and inhibiting
the open appeal we have had for anyone
who was on that bus.”

Efforts to trace bus passengers in-
cluded leaflets, notices and police offi-
cers travelling on the bus talking to
passengers. But no-one was traced.

two white youths who had ear-
lier shouted racial abuse and
| had a brief fight with two of

Ricky’s friends. " . ..

Twenty-year-old - Ricky’s
body was subsequently found
in the Thames and his family |,
claimed he was murdered.

But Met Police deny the BBC
allegations and insist that they
immediately launched a

Svreedy (orve 7
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*Police hit back
over Ricky links

The officer in charge of the investiga-
tion into the death of Lakhvinder
“Ricky” Reel has hit out at stories
which link Kingston’s police’s han-
dling of the case to that of murdered
black teenager Stephen Lawrence.

The front page of this week’s Big
Issue magazine asks: “First Steven
Lawrence. Now Ricky Reel. Why can’t
British Justice Deal With Racist
Murders?”

“That is outrageous,” said Chief
Superintendent Bob Moffat. “There is
no evidence whatsoever that Ricky was
murdered.”

Eve: since Ricky went missing the
Monitoring Group, which has been set
up to'look at the handling of racial
crimes, took on the Ricky Reel case.

Last week Neville Lawrence, father of
murdered Stephen, criticised Kingston
police on national television for their

|| handling of the Ricky inquiry.

CAkAY

= { Uh

e |

oA

Sukhdev Reel
enhsts BBC’

The mot.her i' Ricky Reel “the 20~
year-old Brunel University student '
who was found drowned in. the =
Thames last year, stands alone at 7

the spot where his body was found .
still mourning for her son, still’
fighting to find out how he'died.

On Wednesday night she was 'm'

Kingston to help in a reconstruc
tion for the BBC of . the mght her
son went missing.” — e

It is hoped wher{the programxhe
called East, is aired it will jog
someone’s memory of that night in
the latest bid to find a witness to a
death which happened Iate at night
on a deserted stretch of river bank.

Over the past seven months
Sukhdev Reel’s m;ssxon has faken
her to Parliament, put her in na-
tional newspapers and embroiled
her in the controversial Sterhen
Lawrence case currently being
played out in Southall. - - -

"The Monitoring Group-;whlch '

répresents Mr and Mrs Lawrence
has taken on the Reel case to try to
prove racism in the: Metropohtan
Police is endemic. 5. 7 R
But the police who mvesngated
her son’s disappearance say this is -

“:ﬂport that and he rejected claims

s ,.—swn -
DRSO e o

e

TS e S

o st

eamera which shows him walking;
‘hand in pocket, down Wood Street
"'as a bus passed by. -
“Police believe thls‘was the same
“'bus that two white men, who had
‘been involved in a brief fight with
‘two of Ricky’s friends, ran to
“catch; they have no evidence to
’suggest they were involved.

‘The surveillance cameras also
caught his friends as they unsuc-
cessfully tried to find him before

-heading off to Options nightclub;
they told police Ricky had said ear-
‘Ner he wanted tc go and th°y as-
sumed hehad. - .-

5: Superintendent Bob Moffat the
fficer who led the investigation,

“said despite the family’s assertion

that their son was killed by racists |.

" they had found no evidence to sup-

“they were slow off the mark inves-
tigating that possibility. -~ =~

alive: ‘ﬁe was caught on a CCTV |

no Lawrence two, they insist R1cky i:He said it was highly unusual, in
was the victim of a terrible aeci: . a missing person case, to carry out
dent, similar to that which befell. "2 river dive so soon after the per
Ben Lawrence also fo dead in_ 'son goes mlssmg %

Still mournlng Ricky’s mother, Sukdhev Reel at the spot where
her son’s body was found. Photopress
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BPolice hit back
ver Ricky links
The officer in charge of the investiga-
tion into the death of Lakhvinder
“Ricky” Reel has hit out at stories
which link Kingston’s police’s han-
dling of the case to that of murdered
black teenager Stephen Lawrence.

The front page of this week’s Big
Issue magazine asks: “First Steven
Lawrence. Now Ricky Reel. Why can’t
British Justice Deal With Racist
Murders?”

“That is outrageous,” said Chief
Superintendent Bob Moffat. “There is
no evidence whatsoever that Ricky was
murdered.”

Ever since Ricky went missing the
Monitoring Group, which has been set
up to look at the handling of racial
crimes, took on the Ricky Reel case.

Last week Neville Lawrence, father of
murdered Stephen, criticised Kingston
police on national television for their

handling of the Ricky inquiry. ‘ E ?

e |

Sukhdev Reel,
enlists BBC’s

The mother of Ricky‘ Reel —thelzo-
year-old Brunel University student "
who was found drowned in. the

Thames last year, stands alone at b

the spot where his body was found
still mourning for her son, still
fighting to find out how he died. =

On Wednesday mght she was m
Kingston to help in a reconstruc-
tion for the BBC of the mght her
son went missing.”

It is hoped' whelfthe programﬂxe
called East, is aired it will Jog
someone’s memory of that night in
the latest bid to find a witness to a
death which happened Iate at night
on a deserted stretch of river bank.

Over the past seven months
Sukhdev Reel’s mijssion has taken
her to Parliament, put her in na-
tional newspapers and embroiled
her in the controversial Stephen
Lawrence case currently bemg
played out in Southall. - - Sy

"The Monitoring Group whxch

‘.OPl'Obﬁ

.

e

s s

Lee Hayhurst 2

the rlver in January 2

The_last time Ricky was seen
ive-hé was caught on a CCTV
“eamera which shows him walking,

"hand in pocket, down Wood Street
“as a bus'passed by. "
““Police believe this w  th e

“bus that two white men, who had
been involved in a brief fight with
two of Ricky’s friends, ran to

‘catch; they have no evidence to
suggest they were involved.

‘The surveillance cameras also
caught his friends as they unsuc-
cessfully tried to find him before
heading off to Options nightclub;
" they told police Ricky had said ear-

‘Ner he wanted to go and "’l“" as-
sumed he had.

- Superintendent Bob Moffat the
officer who led the investigation,

répresents Mr and Mrs Lawrence said despite the family’s assertion

has taken on the Reel case to try to that their son was killed by racists |,

prove racism in the Metropohtan ~ they had found no evidence to sup-
Police is endemic. < - ~=port that and he rejected claims
But the police who mvesnga ed they were slow off the mark i inves-
her son’s disappearance say this is - tigatmg that possibility. -
no Lawrence two, they insist Ricky - * He said it was highly unusual, in
was the victim of a terrible aeci- amlssmg person case, to carry out
dent, similar to that which befell. -a river dive so soon after the per-
Ben Lawrence also found- dead m son goes mlssmg ; ~

Still mourmng Rlcky’s mother, Sukdhev Reel at the spot where

her son’s body was found. Photopress . -,
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positive

£5,0QO for

-old

Brunel University student was

killed.

20-year:

thought jumped on a bus head-
The Reel family are : totally
the

Last week the Metropolitan ing over Kingston bridge, were
Police moved to rule out the never traced.
1 evidence in the PCA report be-

came to be drowned in the campaigners see the relevant convinced

mation about how Ricky Reel possibility of -letting the Reel

Almost a year after his death a “vealed.
reward is being offered in an
11th hour attempt to find infor-

His family, who refixsed to ac-
- cept the conclusions of the po- quested by the authority’s

Thames.

ed by The Monitoring Group,

" The campaigners, represent-
A spokesman said: “We are which was also involved in the

fore the inquest after it was re-

lice investigation that he fell chairman, Peter Moorhouse.

into the river while urinating

Stephen Lawrence Inquiry,

f- -quest but to release the report have claimed Ricky was an

and who set up the Justice for carefully considering his re-

)aign, are o

Ricky Reel Camp:

aquaphobic and would never

fering the £5,000 -on posters _prior to an inquest would re-
placed in Kingston town cen-

tre.

-

al abuse at Ricky’s friends ~edge near Canbury Gardens.
Anyone with information is

untarily, although two patholo-
found and ments before he disappeared ' asked to call Suresh Grover on

And to mark the annivérsary The reward posters include - gist reports failed to find

have approached the river vol-
of Ricky’s death they are plan- descriptions of two white men marks on Ricky’s body to sug-

raci;

quire a major change of poli-

cy”

14, which will visit the spot - outside John Lewis in the mo-

was

ning a hungerstrike and a pro- who had a fight and shouted -gesthe was forced to the river’s

cession in Kingston on October .

and was never seen alive again. 0181 843 2333 or Mukesh
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These men,
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