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"By NICK HARDING »....n

s v‘ =TT . DANIEL ABRAHAMS

A COP criticised for his handling of the Ricky Reel case
= successfully prosecuted five Asian youths for a Bo_mn
¢ attack on a white policeman’s son.
% p + And now the Reel family claim stark contrasts vogoo
Bo way-their case was handled and the case of Dani ; , il brother of trag
- Moore, who: was beaten into a coma in mo§m~o€ E N vy : !.o—.mo_ !o:oo:

. September-1997, show institutional racism, : 2 iy }

Asian_studént Ricky, 20, -disappeared’ after coEw
attacked by white. youths in Kingston. on October 3
1997, His body was found in the Thames a week later.

- . Police said his death was a tragic accident and not con=:
* nected to the row with the mystery youths, . £

" . Despite the racial attack, . from the start vo=nn gﬁa W
the case as that of a ‘non-vulnerable missing person’.. .= %

However, Ricky’s family. believed he was murdered - >ZQ3< S_O
and organised search parties in that vital first week. Y

Now a Police Complaints Authority letter to the Reel &

within the police; They use the excuse that Ricky was a
lice officer’s son, who “missing person. But they knew about the racial attack — ' | I8 also holding a i

family answering their complaints about the case says the +by Asian wogmmﬁa in ©. they told us about it yet they did not investigate it.” - -benefit conce

: officer in charge, detective superintendent Bob Moffat, .cn».oﬁ Eo@ﬁ.g. s The differences in the way the two cases were handled | With bands Di

= “Contributed to the confusion as to the ownership of Eo ! ur : tigation . scoresof sofficers . were.... was brought to the PCA’s attention before it began inves-" | Fun-Da-Mental
enquiry, in particular the racial incident. . ‘mobilised to vidence and carry,out door to door.  tigating the family’s complaints, and Stereo Natloi

“Whilst he was acting in accordance with force vo__nw
he failed to mnon:sa_u ooE:EEn»ﬁ matters to yourself
nba your family.” ¢ 3
:4, The letter criticises the €m< evidence was gathered in .. were jailed Mr g
*-the case but concludes that no one person was to blame _message -t

< inquiries, The day‘after the attack DS;Moffat held a press - .. A Met Police statement  about the 1n> report”into The concert wi
conference with nationalmedia to appeal for witnesses, . .. Ricky's death says: “One officer has been admonished.” |’ be held on Marc
opwvﬁnﬂv Cafter some of Daniel’s attackers  In relation to the organisational and policy issues which | + 12 at Kingston =
t said: “This result will send out a ~ have been criticised by the PCA, the Metropolitan Police | ‘University’s
aw,.._w_: ooB.E:Ew. this type of = Service has w:dm& _dnom:_w& BoB and a process of ‘Kingston Hill

mo_. the-shortcomings. .= offence that En n'expect 8._8.3:«5 and E.omnn:a- ._change is in place.” ' : ‘ Hannaford,
1 It says the Reels did not receive a professional standard o 3,007 Explaining why.one case ima n.nw.,.oa n&n_.onnw from_ | Kingston Hil Stte
Om service because of “‘organisational failings”, It says DS .~ . “uﬁ..mﬁ wnﬁ E&Q.m the other, a police spokesman said; “One was classified as | .~ Tickets cost £7.
% " Moffat has been admonished by the Met, a serious Emn_- /e ice " a missing person and the other | classed as an wzsow. soin_ | Call 0181-843 2333
¥ EE»Q action just short of a formal reprimand. the initial stages different uB.ono_m were appli : A. _.o.. detalls. ~ °

| _ mw&m_ Value |+ _Enjoy the Addington -
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Cop slammed
nabhed Asians

Family speaks out
after report admits

investigation errors

By NICK HARDING and
DANIEL ABRAHAMS

A COP criticised for his handling of the Ricky Reel case

successfully prosecuted five Asian youths for a racist
attack on a white policeman’s son.

And now the Reel family claim stark contrasts between
the. way their case was handled and the case of Daniel
Moore, who was beaten into a coma in Hounslow in
September 1997, show institutional racism.

Asian student Ricky, 20, disappeared after being
attacked by white youths in Kingston on October 14,
1997. His body was found in the Thames a week later.

Police said his death was a tragic accident and not con-
nected to the row with the mystery youths.

Despite the racial attack, from the start police treated
the case as that of a ‘non-vulnerable missing person’.

However, Ricky’s family believed he was murdered
and organised search parties in that vital first week.

Now a Police Complaints Authority letter to the Reel
family answering their complaints about the case says the
officer in charge, detective superintendent Bob Moffat,
“Contributed to the confusion as to the ownership of the
enquiry, in particular the racial incident.

“Whilst he was acting in accordance with force policy
he failed to adequately communicate matters to yourself
and your family.” '

The letter criticises the way evidence was gathered in
the case but concludes that no one person was to blame
for the shortcomings.

It says the Reels did not receive a professional standard
of service because of “organisational failings”. It says DS
Moffat has been admonished by the Met, a serious disci-
plinary action just short of a formal reprimand.

¥ b
ANGRY: Ricky’s parents

The detective also led the investigation into an attack
on 12-year-old Daniel Moore, a police officer’s son, who
was beaten and left for dead by Asian youngsters in
Hanworth: just'a month before Ricky’s death.

During that investigation scores of officers were
mobilised to collect evidence and carry out door to door
inquiries. The day after the attack DS Moffat held a press
conference with national media to appeal for witnesses.

In November last year after some of Daniel’s attackers
were jailed Mr Moffat said: “This result will send out a
message to anyone caught committing this type of
offence that they can expect to be caught and prosecut-
ed.”

Mrs Reel said: “We were left to investigate Ricky’s
death. We did not receive the sai.e level of service
because we are Asian. The contrasts show a racist attitude

INSET: Ricky was attacked by racists shortly before his death

within the police. They use the excuse that Ricky was a
missing person. But they knew about the racial attack —
they told us about it yet they did not investigate it.”

The differences in the way the two cases were handled
was brought to the PCA's attention before it began inves-
tigating the family’s complaints.

A Met Police statement about the PCA report into
Ricky’s death says: “One officer has been admonished.
In relation to the organisational and policy issues which
have been criticised by the PCA, the Metropolitan Police

Service has already recognised them and a process of

change is in place.”

Explaining why one case was treated differently from
the other, a police spokesman said: “One was classiticd as
a missing person the other classed as an attack. so in
the i stages different protocols were applicd.”

Benefit gig
and rally
to ha held

(A VAU I 1 7

or Ricky

TOP civil rights
barrister Mike
Mansfield QC will
speak at a public
meeting organised
by the Campaign
for Justice for
Ricky Reel on
Thursday, March
18.

Other speakers
at the event will
Include Ricky's
mother Sukhdev,
Kwesi Menson -
brother of tragic
Michael Menson -
and Suresh
Grover of the
Southall
Monitoring Group.

The meeting will
begin at 7pm at
the United Reform
Church in Eden |
Street, Kingston.

® The campalgn
is also holding a’
benefit concert
with bands Dip,
Fun-Da-Mental
and Stereo Nation.

The concert will
be held on March
12 at Kingston
University's
Kingston Hill Bar,
Hannaford,
Kingston Hill Site.

Tickets cost £7.
Call 0181-843 2333
for details.
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' Nick Sommerlad

»Oinﬂ Lo be Ohﬂhabv.

; chao zogmm said it
Am: mooa to be the first ;
.wma MEP:'in ﬁonmo&&.&w. “It might be" QcoW zmmo,

ethnic minority., candi-
~dates was “absolute EG-

-~ bish”.

#The Conservative
Party was the only one
which allowed ordinary

‘members to select the

Aty LAy PO EwY ue
asoocnmmma by the’ low
turnout, at 23 per.cent a
record low both for a

British national election

AL GUCsh L buCip e Loill- ¢

munities want to vote for
particular candidates and
they’re, way down the
LSt ,

AN MP has ﬁ.mﬂmmﬁonma to’

- use ! parliamentary privi-
lege to reveal the contents
of ‘a secret report on the

- police investigation into

~the mysterious death of
Asian student Ricky Reel.

The report, by Surrey
police cfficers, into the
Metrcpciitan Police’s han-
dling of the case has been
seen. by. Ricky’s mother
Sukhdev :Reel~and her
solicitor, " yet they were

“prevented.from showing it
to the rest of the Reel fam-
iy, sl

wE it rwmvmamnm& that

parts .;- of.-.the - Police

Complaints .= Authority

s ‘report. were shown to lay

members -of a.police advi-
sory panel.
Campaigners claim. the

police no longer has the -

right.-to. stop publication
and meﬁ.ﬁro.gﬂ has failed

to learn the lessons of the
Macpherson Report on its
handling of Stephen
Lawrence’s murder.

Mrs Reel said: “We are
calling for wider publica-

-tion of the report.

“We were forced to
make an undertaking,

which we have kept, not to.

reveal it.

“Then we found out that
the police have shown it to
members of the public.”

John MacDonnell,
Labour MP for Hayes and
Harlington, is arranging a
final meeting between the
Reel family and Home
Secretary Jack Straw.

He said: “This is one last
attempt to get the Home
Secretary and the police to
see sense.

“After that'I do not .

know what we can do
other than .use-, the
Commons chamber.,”.

The last time Lakhvinder,

Neville Lawrence with Mztiﬁ\ xmi mother of Ricky, right

Reel, known as Ricky, was
scen alive was on 14
October 1997, when he
and three Asian friends
were racially abused and
aitacked by white youths
in Kingston, London:

‘The incident was report-
ed to the police but no
action was taken until a
s¢arch of the River
Thames a week later led to
the discovery of Mr Reel’s
bady less than half a mile
away from the scene of the

attack.

The police initially decid-
ed that Mr Reel, 20, had
slipped accidentally, but a
14-month inquiry revealed
“weaknesses and flaws” in
the handling of the case.

Mrs Reel believes her
son was killed by racists
and wants to hold a joint
press conference with the
police to further new lines
of inquiry.

“We want to work with
the police. We have passed

MP threatens to disclose secret report on
.m:mmm&__.mn_m,ﬂ killing

all information that has

come oui way on to
them,” sai¢ Mrs Reel.

“I do not think my son’s
case has been properly
investigated. I just hope
that we can recover from
the mistakes and that the
killers can be caught.

“We want peace for
Ricky and without justice
there’s no peace.

“I'm no:. calling for
revenge. I need to know
why they killed my son.”

Indiaweekly
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